Doc.  No.  2513  A 


6 if  /Aft* 


Page  1 

Extract  from  Interrogation  of  flideki  To  jo 

18  March  194&.  PP»  1-2,  3,  /*. 

•Q,  The  text  of  the  final  note  to  America  was  < approved ,  first  by 
the  Liaison  Conference,  and  later  by  the  Cabinet,  was  it  not? 

•A  The  gist  of  it  was  approved  by  the  Cabinet,  but  the  final 
text  was  the  responsibility  of  the  Foreign  Minister.  Of 
course,  it  is  my  responsibility  too. 

•ti  Did  not  also  the  Liaison  Conference  first  approve  the  gist 
of  it? 

■A  Yes,  of 'course.  They.  did. 

"(}  TOGO  says  that  he  composed  the  text  of  that  note  on  a  basis 

of  the  views  furnished  by  tho  ^iaison  Conference  and  that  the 
text,  after  being  written,  was  presented  to  and  approved  by 
the  Liaison  Conference.  Is  this  correct? 

•A  Yes. 

"<i,  After  this  had  happened,  the  cabinet  also  approved  it,  did  it 
not? 

"A  As  I  recall  it,  after  the  Liaison  Conference  had  approved  it, 

the  gist  of  it  was  given  to  tho  Cabinet  by  the  Foreign  Minister ,  , 

after  which  they  approved  it.  In  any  case,  if  my  memory  is 
correct,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  text  was  distributed  to  all 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet. 

After  TOGO  and  the  two  Chiefs  of  Staff  had  decided  that  liOO 
P.LI. ,  7  December  1941*  Washington  time,  was  to  be  the  time  for 
the  delivery  of  the  final  note,  this  fact  was  reported  to  and 
approved  by  the  Liaison  Conference,  was  it  not? 

•A  No.  The  Liaison  conference,  which  I  was,  you  might  say,  head 
of,  delegated  to  the  two  chiefs  of  Staff  and  the  Foreign 
Minister  the  task  of  setting  a  time  prior  to  the  attack. 

The  three-man  corrmittee  did  not  report  back  to  the  Liaiscn 
Conference.  I  don't  remember  that  the  three-man  committee  reported 
back  to  the  Liaison  Conference  on  the  time.  I  am  roporting  to 
you  the  facts,  but  the  results  of  those  facts  are  my  responsibility." 


•  *  *  * 
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"(l  Did  the  Foreign  Minister  know  of  the  tine  and  the  day  set  for 
the  attack?  /Referring  to  the  Pearl  Harbor  attack./ 

•A  Yea,  the  Foreign  Minister  knew  it  too.  The  President  of  the 
Planning  Board  also  knew. 

^  As  you  recall  It,  the  Liaison  Conference  did  not  approve  the 
time  set  for  the  delivery  of  the  note  nor  approve  of  the  length 
of  time  between  the  delivery  of  the  note  and  the  attack? 

"A  The  Liaison  Conference  delegated  the  carrying  out  of  this  imtter 
to  the  Foreign  Minister  and  the  two  Chiefs  of  Staff  and.  in  that 
sense  only,  approved.* 

*  *  *  * 

(p*  4) 

m  addition  to  the  Minister  of  Par  and  Foreign  Minister, 
were  there  any  other  cabinet  members  present  at  the  Liaison 
Conferences  iumediately  preceding  the  Imperial  Conference  of 
1  December  19^1? 


I  do  not  remember  exactly,  but  I  suppose  that  the  Oomeroe  and 
industry  Minister  and  the  Communications  Minister  attended 
because  raw  materials  were  involved  for  factories  and  shipping 
was  involved.  Of  course,  the  President  of  the  Planning  Board 
and  the  Navy  Minister  were  also  there. 

Pas  the  Minister  of  Finance  there? 


•A  Yes,  he  was  always  at  Liaison  Conference  meetings.  Those  five 
were  always  there  -  War,  Navy,  planning  Board,  Foreign, 
and  Finance  Ministers.* 


♦  *  *  • 
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